
After two unsuccessful attempts in previous years, the 
Wayne County Economic Development Authority 
(EDA) was finally successful in 2014 in obtaining a 
$200,000 EPA Brownfields Hazardous Assessment 
Grant.  Other 2014 WV grant recipients of EPA brown-
fields funding included the City of Morgantown, Town 
of Thomas, Wyoming County EDA, and the West Vir-
ginia Department of Environmental Protection. 
 
The Wayne County EDA has profited from other previ-
ous EPA brownfield grant recipients, including grants 
managed by the City of Huntington and the West Virgin-
ia Department of Environmental Protection, so they’re 
quite familiar with how these funds can be utilized in the 
process of  brownfield property redevelopments. 
 
While this grant funding can be utilized throughout 
Wayne County, their focus area is along the Norfolk 
Southern Railroad’s Heartland Corridor, located along 
the western county boundary.  This corridor connects 
the Port of Norfolk on the U.S. east coast to Chicago, 
Illinois in the upper Midwest, traveling through southern 
WV.  In the small community of Prichard, a multi-
million dollar intermodal facility, named the Heartland 
Intermodal Gateway, is currently under construction. 
According to Norfolk Southern, this facility, scheduled 
to be in operation by early 2015, will provide long term 
and stable economic development within the region, 
providing connections to key regional and national trans-
portation corridors.  Paralleling this rail corridor in 
Wayne County is also the location of future Interstate 73 
/ 74, which when completed, will connect Michigan and 
the upper Midwest to Appalachia, and on to the South 

Carolina coast, providing addi-
tional major transportation con-
nections. 

The Wayne County EDA is working on several fronts to 
maximize economic development opportunities directly 
connected to the Heartland Corridor, and utilization of 
EPA brownfields funding will play a significant role in as-
sessing properties with perceived environmental impacts 
that have the highest potential for redevelopment to aug-
ment transportation-related industry and business. 
 
Don Perdue, Executive Director of the Wayne County 
EDA, said “Without question this grant will offer us nu-
merous opportunities to effectively survey diminished 
properties in Wayne County over the next three years”. 
 
In addition to former industrial and commercial sites along 
the Heartland Corridor, the EDA also plans to use the 
grant as a springboard to assist local communities that are 
starting the process to remove dilapidated houses and 
structures to generate new economic development and 
community enhancement opportunities.     
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The West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection’s 
Division of Land Restoration (DLR) received an EPA Brown-
fields petroleum grant in 2010 to assess multiple sites across 
the State with perceived or actual petroleum contamination 
that had significant potential for redevelopment.  Based on the 
success of this work, in 2014 the DLR obtained a second EPA 
Brownfields petroleum assessment grant.  This three-year 
grant, totaling $200,000, is available for statewide use, howev-
er, the focus area is the New River Corridor (State Route 19) 
including Nicholas, Fayette and Raleigh counties. This region 
has experienced significant population loss and increased un-
employment in past decades, due mainly to reductions in the 
coal and timber industries.  More recently the region is experi-
encing increased economic development and community revi-
talization, thanks mainly to the area’s many recreational op-
portunities, including boating, white water rafting, fishing and 
hiking, plus the recent completion of the Bechtel Boy Scout 
Summit, which now brings thousands of new visitors to the 
region each year. 
 
For this project, the DLR has again partnered with the West 
Virginia Brownfield Assistance Centers at Marshall University 
and West Virginity University, who will be providing commu-
nity outreach and education, plus background site checks to 
determine potential sites of interest.  A new partner for this 
project is the New River Gorge Regional Development Au-
thority (NRGRDA).  This active economic development au-
thority encompasses a four-county area, and has a mission of 
“initiating, facilitating and supporting the community and eco-
nomic development efforts” within their service area.  Because 
their service area consists of multiple small towns and com-
munities, the NRGRDA has a special interest in attracting  
and assisting small business entities.  While former gas station 
properties are often not situated for large-scale development, 
these sites, usually located in 
prime areas, can bring in new 
small business opportunities, 
plus be utilized for community 
enhancement.  Community 
gardens, local farmers markets, 
and community green space 
are just a few of the possible re-use options for these types of 
sites, and the NRGRDA will be an excellent avenue to work 
with these local communities. 
 
Patty Hickman, Director of the 
DLR, said “using our internal re-
sources, plus partnering with the 
Brownfields Assistance Centers and 
the NRGRDA, will enable us to 
assist these local communities in 
successfully addressing and reutiliz-

ing these strategic properties.  Helping put one property back 
into productive use  in a small town can be a catalyst for addi-
tional economic development and community revitalization”.   
Chad Wykle, Executive Director of NRGRDA, voiced similar 
positive comments.  “We’re proud to play a role in this pro-
ject.  Our staff is committed to working with Patty, her staff, 
and the WV Brownfields Assistance Centers, to get some of 
these important properties back on the road to successful and 
sustainable reuse”.   
 
This project is scheduled to start in October of 2014.  In prep-
aration for conducting work within this grant, the WVDEP 
and WV Brownfields Assistance Center at Marshall University 
have held informational meetings with the NRGRDA and  
entities in the focus area to start discussions on initial proper-
ties of interest. 

WVDEP Receives 2nd EPA Brownfields Petroleum Assessment Grant 
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The Wyoming County Economic Development 
Authority (EDA) knows all about the trials and 
tribulations associated with redevelopment of 
brownfield properties.  The future Bakers Creek 
Industrial Park, located on Route 10 south of 
Mullens near the community of Tralee, has a 
lengthy history, and a promising future, thanks 
in part to a recently awarded EPA Brownfields 
Cleanup grant.  Long before the cleanup grant, 
Wyoming County had been looking at redevel-
opment of the idled property.  Historically, the 
site had been used by a wood products treating 
company,  storage of equipment, and utilized by 
a refuse hauling company. 

Sitting vacant for several years, the EDA used a 
portion  of their 2006 EPA Brownfields Assess-
ment grant to determine the presence and mag-
nitude of surface and subsurface environmental 
impacts across the property.  Both petroleum 
compounds and heavy metal contaminants were 
found on parts of the property, prompting ex-
tensive investigations to determine  overall im-
pact.  Future site use considerations were ex-
plored, based on local and regional business 
needs, which determined the site would be best 
suited for a much needed industrial park.  The 
county’s only other industrial park is fully occu-
pied, and business inquiries interested in locat-
ing in the region were finding appropriate prop-
erty hard to find, if not non-existent.  The coun-
ty is blessed with beautiful scenery, but the hilly 
topography offers few places level enough for 
larger-scale industrial develop-
ment. 

Christy Laxton, Executive Direc-
tor of the Wyoming County Eco-
nomic Development Authority, 
stated that “the future Barkers 
Creek Industrial Park will provide 

new jobs and new opportunities for businesses 
that would like to locate or expand in Wyoming 
County.  The site will provide an avenue for the 
county to grow”. 

The West Virginia Brownfields Assistance Center 
at Marshall University and the WVDEP’s Division 
of Land Restoration have provided assistance 
throughout the assessment and cleanup planning 
stage of this project.  The WVDEP utilized inter-
nal funding to further evaluate subsurface condi-
tions to help compile an accurate profile of sub-
surface contaminants, plus provided guidance 
regarding upcoming placement of the property 
into the WV Voluntary Remediation Program. 
George Carico, Director of the WV Brownfields 
Assistance Center at Marshall University, said 
“Christy and her staff are great to work with, and 
are diligent about pursuing economic develop-
ment opportunities.  The future Barkers Creek 
Industrial Park has been a challenge from the 
start, and it took them two tries to obtain their 
EPA Brownfields Cleanup grant.  Their persis-
tence is paying off, and I’m confident this site will 
once again provide jobs and opportunity for Wyo-
ming County”. 

Cleanup activities are scheduled to start in Octo-
ber of 2014, with the majority of work being con-
ducted in 2015.  Scheduled activities include re-
moval of petroleum contaminated soils, plus cap-
ping of heavy metal impacted soils, and placement 
of the site into the WV Voluntary Remediation 
Program. 

Wyoming County EDA Obtains EPA Brownfields Cleanup Grant  
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View of Part of Future Barker’s Creek Industrial Park Site located 
South of Mullens on State Route 10 in Wyoming County 



EPA Region III and the West Virginia Brownfields Assistance Centers, 
in conjunction with the West Virginia Department of Environmental 
Protection’s  Division of Land Restoration, will be hosting two FREE 
grant writing workshops corresponding to the next funding cycle of 
EPA Brownfields Grants.  These informative and interactive one-day 
workshops are designed for anyone planning on submitting an EPA 
brownfields grant application.  The New Jersey Institute of Technology  
will be conducting workshop activities.  Workshops will be held on 
September 16th at the Seneca Center in Morgantown, and on Septem-
ber 17th at the Region I Workforce Development Offices in Beckley.  
Complete details and registration information is available on the WV 
Brownfields webpage, located at 
www.wvbrownfields.org. 
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EPA Brownfields Grant Application Training 
Workshops to be Held in West Virginia 

Former Surface Mine the New Location of Sporting Clays Facility 

Just south of Marmet on State Route 94 in Kanawha 
County is West Virginia’s newest skeet and trap 
shooting facility for use by the region’s many sports-
men.  What’s unique about this facility is that it’s lo-
cated on former surface mine land property, yet just a 
few minutes from Charleston and the Kanawha Val-
ley.  PVR Natural Resources, part of Regency Energy 
Partners, owns the property, and has leased several 
acres to West Virginia Clays, Inc. 
 
Surface mining has been completed at this location, 
and reclamation work complete.  An existing haul 
road now serves as the entrance to the facility.  Pro-
moting the 2nd Annual “Clays for Coal Outing” held 
in August at this location, PRV Natural Resources 
stated that “this facility is constructed on a reclaimed 
surface mine, another wonderful example of post 
mining land use”. 
 
West Virginia Clays, Inc. has installed two skeet fields 
and one combination skeet and trap field.  A club-
house, complete with a deck and outdoor fireplace, is 
situated adjacent to the shooting fields, with snacks 
and soft drinks available (no alcoholic beverages are 
permitted).  Additional enhancements are planned for 
the facility in the coming months. 
 

A significant aspect of the facility is that it’s open to 
the public; you don’t have to be a member to use 
the facility (but membership is encouraged).  
Currently, non-members pay $6:50 per round; mem-
ber pay $5:00 per round, and ammunition is availa-
ble for purchase at the clubhouse.  The facility is 
open on Wednesdays from noon until 5:00 p.m. 
(7:00 p.m. in summer months), and on Sunday from 
noon to 5:00 p.m.  For additional information, visit 
their website at www.westvirginiaclays.com.  

View of  Skeet Shooting Areas.  Two Skeet Fields and  One 
Combination Skeet and Trap Field  are Available for  Use by the Public 


