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City of Thomas







New Historic Thomas – 1990’s

Accomplishments 

• Re-bricked historic 3rd street

• Removed old railroad ties from the 
grade

• Improved sidewalk conditions

• Purchased the Western Maryland 
building 

• Acquired a historic commercial district 
status for downtown Thomas



New Historic Thomas



Building a Vacant & Dilapidated Building Inventory



Mission

New Historic Thomas is a non-profit community 
group dedicated to revitalizing the city of 
Thomas. 

Working with the mayor and city council, New 
Historic Thomas aims to preserve the city's built 
and natural environment, improve residents’ 
quality of life, support its businesses and tourist 
experience so that Thomas continues to grow into 
a thriving community.



Partnership w/ Northern Brownfields Assistance Center

FOCUS Grant - $5,000

• Riverfront Park plan 
design

FOCUS PLUS Grant - $5,000

• Phase I ESA for riverfront 
property



Riverfront Park Development Plan



U.S. EPA Brownfields 
Hazardous Substances Assessment Grant



Consultants – Downstream Strategies





6 Phase I Environmental Site Assessments

• Taproom property

• Anthony Lambruno property

• Milkent Garage property

• Ben Nelson property

• Carol Phillips/Bekki Leigh property

• Engineering Building property



Progress –Woodlands Development Group



Phase II Environmental Site Assessment



U.S. Forest Service





Inventory Progress
as of August 2015

35 properties in the inventory
13 downtown properties
Joined BAD Buildings Program

• 5 demolitions
• 1 in process of rehabilitation
• 1 rebuild planned
• 1 rehabilitation planned
• 1 partial deconstruction
• 1 façade improvement – mural 
• 2 redeveloped and back in use



Redevelopment Progress



Strategies

• 20 years of planning and movements

• Mayor and city government active and 

empowering

• Partnerships and communication

• Inventory and planning 

• Hiring a position to focus on the project

• Hiring the right environmental consultant

• Using grant writing process to move drive 

conversations

• Combination of new and old ideas

• Flexibility and creativity

• Volunteer energy



Contact information:
Emily Wilson-Hauger

ewilson-hauger@wdgwv.org

New Historic Thomas & 

Woodlands Development Group


	Thomas, West Virginia
	City of Thomas
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	New Historic Thomas – 1990’s
	New Historic Thomas
	Building a Vacant & Dilapidated Building Inventory
	Mission
	Partnership w/ Northern Brownfields Assistance Center
	Riverfront Park Development Plan
	U.S. EPA Brownfields �Hazardous Substances Assessment Grant
	Consultants – Downstream Strategies
	Slide Number 13
	6 Phase I Environmental Site Assessments
	Progress –Woodlands Development Group
	Phase II Environmental Site Assessment
	U.S. Forest Service
	Slide Number 18
	Inventory Progress�as of August 2015
	Redevelopment Progress
	Strategies
	Contact information:

