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Grundy County, 
Tennessee is 
located on the 
Southern most part 
of the Cumberland 
Plateau as it 
intersects the State.



Median Household 
Income: $26,856    
($53,482 US; $44,621 TN)  
Sewanee:  $73,540

Tracy City Elementary: 
89% economically 
disadvantaged
77% TCE students are 
reading below grade 
level 

Signs of stress in Grundy? 



Grundy ranked 
95th out of 95 
counties on 
County Health 
Ranking for 
Health Outcomes 
(length of life and 
quality of life)

Grundy men have 
lowest life 
expectancy in the 
state at 67 years



*The 9 Counties in Dark Colors with White Names are in persistent poverty
*Counties in Brown, Peach, Blue or Green are covered by regional philanthropic foundations.
*Grundy County, in Black, is the only county that is both in Persistent Poverty and NOT covered by                        

any major Foundation.

Persistent Poverty in Tennessee



Though we often qualify for and receive State and Federal funding, the lack 
of infrastructure in rural areas makes it difficult to carry out the projects.



2010!!



Never Give Up!
Pulling together local, state, and 

federal stakeholders to save $500K!
February 2014



South Cumberland Learning and Development Center

(Old Grundy County High School)

“The future home for health and wellness 
on the South Cumberland Plateau”



The South Cumberland Learning and Development Center (SCLDC), and will house a variety of services including 
behavioral health, medical screenings, workforce development, higher education resources, afterschool programs, and 
recreational activities.

We believe that 
integrating these 
resources under one 
roof will not only 
make accessible
services that 
individually target 
mental and physical 
health, economic 
development, and 
social wellbeing, but 
will facilitate treating 
these domains as 
interconnected. 



Tracy City, TN makes a national report….for a good reason!



Tracy City Wins Clean Energy Grant
June 18, 2015 | 
Tracy City is among the 38 communities that received word on 
June 15 that it has been awarded a $125,000 grant by the 
Clean Tennessee Energy program. Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam 
and Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation 
Commissioner Bob Martineau announced more than $3.1. 

Community 
Development 
Block Grant 
awarded to 
Grundy County for 
SCLDC in 2015!

LFLP award funding used to 
match CDBG! 

Clean Energy used to match original ARC grant!!

Just 
received 
LPRF

Requires 
50/50 
match



It really is amazing how well the 
old building has withstood years 

of neglect!

We want to be using these classrooms 
for training and post secondary 

education!



The old gym had sat silent for 
many years….

but now we have begun to use it on a limited 
basis with great success and excitement!!



SNAP card holder getting fresh 
vegetables at Tracy City Farmer’s 

Market

Farmers can place their produce at the 
market even if they can’t be there to sell.  
The more produce available, the better 

for everyone!

Farmer’s Market relocates to the Old High 
School Campus



Summer 2014….Governor Haslam awards $600K for 
Mountain Goat Trail in Tracy City       

Tracy recently applied for help through USDA 
Rural Development for help with the required 
match and received a very nice grant! 



What do we want??

Really nothing more than anyone else would want…
We want healthy adults raising healthy kids.

We want a safe community offering
living wage jobs that allow our young people 

the chance to stay and raise their family on the Plateau.
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